} ; 

ejj f *l'r\$- v r : :' 

I TIRU PATI 

When Vishnu retumed to Voikuntho after his Krishna avatar, Brahma, the 
creator, began to worry about the earth. Without Vishnu, he was afraid, 
chaos would ensue. So he and his son Norada, the wandering sage, set 
in motion a pion to get Vishnu to return to the earth. 

A talking anthill, an arrogant sage, an irate cowherd, and even the asura 
king Ravana, each have their parts to play in these stories that describe 
the founding of the Venkateshwara temple at Tirupati. Set amongst the 
lovely Tirumala hills, this temple to Lord Vishnu, is one of the most 
beautiful temples in the world. It is said that more than 50,000 people 
visit this shrine every day, to pray to Venkateshwara to wash away their sins. 
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TIRUPATI 


5E TIN THE FEACEFUL 5EAUTYOF THE 5EVEN HILL5 OF TIFUMALA, NEAR THE TOWN OF TIFUFATI IN 
AND H FA FFADE5H, 15 THE TEMFLE OF LOFD VENKATE5HWAFA 3ALAJI, OF VI5HNU. HOW THELOFD 
CAME TO 5TAYHEFE15 A 5T0FY THATMU5T5E TOLD. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 







MANY MANY YEAR5 AGO 


( WHATAN 

ENORMOUS ANTHILL! 
ANYWAY, I’D DETTER 
HURRYIFIAMTOGET 
HOME DEFORE 
v DU5K. A 








HALT. PEASANT! 
FEED MYANTS.THEY 
, AREHUNGRY. . 


SUPPENLY - 

ljO—/ if 


-'V 








5CAREP ANP 5EWILPEREP. THE FARM E K FOUREP MILK 
ON THE ANTHILL.., \ 







TIRUPATI 



V ITISADIVINE > 
COMMAND. I MUST 
CONTINUE GIVING MILK TO 
THE ANTHILL I AM SURE IT 
WILL RESULTIN GOOD 
^ FOR MY PEOPLE. £& 


S IWASRJGHT. X 
' THISWASADIYINE' 
3IDDING. I WILL NOW 
BUILD ATEMPLE FOR 
THI5IDOL, MATCHING 
. IT5 5ERENITY AND > 
X DEAUTY. y 


... ANDTHEN, THE 
VOICE ORDERED ME 
TO FEED THE ANT5. 




50. THE KING 0EGAN 
OFFERING MILK TO THE ANTHILL 
EYERY MORNING. 

- r - 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



LORD VISHNU HAD RETURNED TO VAIKUNTHA AFTER HIS KRISHNA 
AVATAR' ON EARTH. MANYSAGES HAD COME TOGETHER TO 
PERFORMA YAGNA**, UNDER THE GUIDANCE 0F5AGE KASHYAPA 


THE STORV OFTIRUPATI 


VISHNl AND LAKSHMI 


JUSTTHE 
PERSON 
INEEDED 
k TO SEE J 


FATHER 
BRAHMA, 
YOULOOK 
WORRIED. 


IN3RAHMAL0KA 


LORD VISHNU ' 
ISBACK, BUTUNREST 
IS ST1LL RAMPANT 
L ON EARTH r~ 


NARAYANA! 

NARAYANA! 


...I AM WORRIED 
THATTHIS WILL 
CAUSE CHAOS. 


ONARADA, 

LORD VISHNU HAS ^ 
COMPLETED HIS KRISHNA 
AVATARA AND 
WONT BE RETURNING TO 
>_ EARTH SOON... V 


THENWE 
MUSTFIND A 
WAYTO BRING 
^ HIM BACK, > 


VISHNU SINCARNATION ON EARTH A 
' A SACR1FICIAL OFFERING 


S KRISHNA 


% 

< '/ 


k 

\ •JiA 




Tfirf \i i 

rnr ^ / 

j V 

i) ) £ 

l rS 

v 

vT r ^ WjM 
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TIRUPATI 



Z' THERE IS X 

' ASIMPLEWAYTO X 
DECIDE WHO AMONGST 
THE THREE IS WORTHY 
OFYOUROFFERING. 
WE JUST HAVE TO ASK 
THE WORTHY SAGE. 

, BHRIGU, j 
> TO TELL US. S 


ITSHOULD 

BESHIVA. 


NO. 

VISHNU 


WILYNARADA APPROACHED THE SAGES AT THE YAGNA. 


GREETINGS, 

O REVERED SAGES! 
HAVE YOU DECIDED WHO 
AMONGST SHIVA, BRAHMA 
AND VISHNU WILL RECEIVE 
THE FINAL OFFERING OF 
THE YAGNA? 






SAGE 3HRIGU WAS A TEMPERAMENTAL AND ARROGANTSAGE WITH 
AN ALL-KNOWING THIRD EYE, EM3EDDEDIN THE SOLE OF HIS FOOT 


O BHRIGU. WHO 
AMONG VISHNU, 
SHIVA AND BRAHMA IS 
WORTHY OF THE FINAL 
OFFERINGOF 
V THE YAGNA? A 




' BRAHMA. ' 
HE IS THE 
CREATOR OF 
THETHREE 
. WORLDS. , 


S 























































































































/ BHRIGU’S \ 

^ NEEDTO FEEL \ 
IMPORTANT WILL ENSURE 
VISHNU’S CONTINUED 
^PRESENCE ON EARTH. 
1 NARAYANA! ,-V 

X NARAYANA! A 


THEY HAVE 
FINALLY 
REALISED MY 
IMPORTANCE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


W I WILL ^ 
UNDERTAKEA 
JOURNEYTO 
ALLTHREETO 
DECIDE WHO 15 
V WORTHY. v 





J ...AND LAST. I WILL 1 
GOTO V1SHNU. SOON, 
EVEN THE GOD5 WILL 

ACKN0WLED6E MY 

, POWER- r 


5AGE 5HR1GU STARTED MAKING PREPARATIONS FOR HI5 LONG JOURNEY. 


500N- 


FIRST I WILL 1 
YISIT BRAHMA. 
,THEN SHIVA... 


v 


■.r' 


r 


< y 




s 


r 






A. J 


IcklU 


TIRUPATI 




HOWEVER, BRAHMA WAS 
DEEP IN THOUGHT 


O BRAHMA, 
ACCEPT MY 
GREETING5 


* HE HAS NOT 
EVEN LOOKED IN 
MYDIRECTION. 
HE 15 MAKING 
M E WAIT. / 


V .JCUR5EYOU > 
THAT FROM THI5 DAY 

YOU WILL NOT BE 
W0R5HIPPED IN ANY 
FORM 

V ON EARTH V' 


BRAHMA'5 LACK OF RE5P0N5E 
ENRAGED BHRIGU. LV I ' II 1 


O BRAHMA. YOU 
ARE ARROGANT 
AND DO NOT 
DESERVE TO BE 
WORSHIPPED .. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



/IHOPE SHIVA 
WILLGIVEME 
A BETTER 
WELCOME THAN 
i BRAHMA. / 




yf/ 






V 




BHRIGU THEN AFFROACHED KAILASHA, 
THE ABODE OF SHIVA | - 



IHAVET O 
MEET SHIVA 


PUT- 


HALT, O SAGE, 
YOU CANNOT 
^ GO IN! . 


» r 








wtoM 


WE HAVE BEEN 
TOLD NOT TO LET 
ANYBODY ENTER 






BHRIGU FUSHEDHIS WAYIN, ANGRILY 



TIRUPATI 



f ITRAVELLED N 
FROM THE EARTH 
TO GAUGE WHETHER 
YOU WERE WORTHY 
OFANIMPORTANT 
SACRIFICIAL 
V OFFERING... y 


WHATIS THE 
MEANINGOF 
. THIS? > 


AS YOU ARE ^ 
SO BUSY, I DONT THINK 
IT WILL BE WORTHWHILE 
MAK.ING THAT OFFERING 
TO YOU. > 


r ... ONLYTO ^ 
FIND THAT YOU 
HAVE NO TIME FOR 
THOSE WHO COME 
. SEEKING YOUI 


ICURSEYOU 
HENCEFORTH YOU 
WILLONLY BE 
WORSHIPPED AS 
A LINGAM*, BY ALL 
v ON EARTH. „ 


AND SAGE 3HRIGU 
LEFT KAILASHA 


* SHIVA IS USUALLYNOT WORSHIFPED IN HIS 


COMFLETE HUMAN FORM 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HE THEN FROCEEDED TO VAIKUNTHA. THE ABODE 
OE VISHNU, AND EXFECT1NG MORE DISRESFECT... 


...STRUCK VISHNU 
ON HIS C H EST. 


► 




OGREATSAGE, 
WELCOME! LET ME 
HAVE THE HONOUR 
w OF SERVING YOU.„ 


VENERABLE 
5AGE, IT WOULD 
BEAN HONOUR. 


WITH HIS DIVINEINTUITION, VISHNU 
IMMEDIATELY UNDERSTOOD THE 
REASON FOR BHRIGU'S ANGER. 


■ JCj 


A, 


VISHNU FROCEEDED TO 
WASH BHRIGUS FEET.. 




\ BHRIGU IMMEDIATELY 

-^1 

■ v ' • 


REALISED HIS MISTAKE. 



...AND AS HE DID SO, HE PINCHED THE 
EYEIN SHRIGU'S SOLE SHUT, THUS 
ENDING HISARROGANCE 


VISHNU, 

MY ARROGANCE BLINDED 
ME. YOU ARE THE WORTHIEST 
OF ALL. PLEASE ACCEPT THE 
SACRIFICIAL OFFERING 
MADE BY THE SAGES 
mm ON EARTH. 


10 



IWONDER? 


SAGE BHRIGU^ 
KICKEDYOUON 
YOUR CHEST, ON THE 
VERY PLACE WHERE 
I RESIDE. HE HAS 
X INSULTED ME... ^ 


BUT WHEN BHRIGU LEFT - 

■ l ' ■M - 


V/ 









WHAT HAPPENED, 
MY BEAR? WHAT 
HAS AGITATED YOU 
^ SO? ^ 


LAKSHMI WAS EXTREMELY 
DISTRESSED. J 


...AND YOU 
DIDNOTEVEN 


REPRJMAND HIM FOR 
HIS INSOLENCE. DOES IT 
NOT BOTHER YOU THAT 
l BHRIGU SLIGHTED , 
k. YOURWIFE? / 



ICANNOT STAY 
HEREANY 
. LONGER. . 


LAKSHMIP 
DONT LEAVE 
v ME! > 


U 


























































































































amarchiikakaima 



IHAVET0 
BRI N G HER 
BACK. r' 


VISHNU WAS DESOLATE 


LAKSHMIDESCENDED TO EARTHAND SEGAN TO LIVEIN KARVIFUR. 






■ 


SEARCHING FOR LAKSHMI, 
VISHNU CAME TO EARTHAND 
STEFFEDINTO THE 
SESHACHALAM” HILLS. HEREHE 


MEDITATED IN AN ANTHILL, 
WITHOUT FOOD OR WATER. 




' WE MUST HELP ^ 
VISHNU. HE NEEDS 
SUSTENANCE. WEWILL 
DO ITWITH LAKSHMI’S 
V HELP ^ 


" WE REQUE5T 
YOU TO TAKE THE 
COWANDCALF 
TO THE CHOLA A 
W KING. ^ 


MEANWHILE - 


3RAHMA AND SHIVA TOOK THE 
FORM OFA CALFANDA COW. THEY 
WENT TO LAKSHMI WITH NARADA, 
WHO TOLD HER OF THEIR FLAN. 





LAKSHMI AGREED AT ONCE 


' O KING, PLEASE > 
ACCEPTTHISGIFT 
FROM YOUR HUMBLE 
k SUBJECT. > 


THE KING, IN TURN, FRESENTED THE COWAND C/ 
OUEEN ANDASKED HER TO TAKE GOOD C A RE O F 

‘FRESENT DAY KOLHAFUR IN MAHARASHTRA 
5EE PAGE 29 


A SOUTH INDIAN DYNASTY 



A YOU WILL N, 
TAKE THE COW AND 
CALF TO GRA2E 
V EVERY DAY V 


YES, YOUR 
MAJESTY. 


m ♦ 



WHYISTHE 


TIRUPATI 


tUW YltLDING NO MILK? 
THE COWHERD15 CHEATING 
v. US! I MUST GET TO THE 
^bottom ofthis^^i 


HOWEVER 

j'i 'SSk 





THE OUEEN TOOK THE 
COWHERD TO TASK, 3UT- 





GO ES EVERY DAY AND 
I GET BLAMED. 

V WHYI W1LL...I J 


THE COW IS 
GIVINGALL 
HER MILK TO THE ANTHILL! 
SO THIS IS WHERE THE MILK 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



SHOCKED AT W HAT HE HAD 
DONE, THE COWHERD FELL TO 
THE GROUND, UNC0N5CI0US. 


... rrHIT V1SHNU. WHO STEFPED 
IN TO FROTECT THE COW 


Y0UF00L!BECAU5E^~ 
OF YOURIGNORANCE, THIS N 
COWHERD LIES UNCONSCIOUS 
ANDIAMHURT. 

I CURSE YOU THAT YOU WILL. 
HAVE NO HEIR. 


THE COW LED THE KING TO 
WHERE THE COWHERD LAY. 


THE TERR1FIED 
TO THE FALACE 


J WHATISTHIS? > 
THE COW AND THE 
CALF A RE 50 TERR1FIED 
s WHATCOULD HAYE 
HAPPENED? r' 


7 MY LORD. FORGIVE X 
ME, FORIDID NOT 
KNOW. GIVE ME A CHANCE 
, TOATONEFOR 
N. MYSINS. y 


5EEING THE KING S REGRET, 
VISHNU FORGAVE HIM, 


_ IN YOURNEXT N 

5IRTH, YOU WILL 5E 
50RN A5 KING AKA5A 
RAJA. YOU WILL THEN 
HAVE A DAUGHTER 
, WH0MI5HALL y 
V MARRY. A 


AV T 


T»1 ^ 




f 




TIRUPATI 



AS FORETOLDSY VISHNU, THE CHOLA KING W AS RESORN AS KING AKAS A RAJA 
THE RULER OF THODAMA NDALA M, IN THE FOOTHILLS OF SESHACHALAM 


THESTORY OF 
TIRUPATI 


SHRINIVASA 
VND PADMAVATI 


AKAS A RAJA W AS A WELL-LOVED AND 

FROSFEROUS RULER, SUT- t - 1 ^ 

__ ■ --1IF ONLY MY WISH 

*'\\ ( F0RANHEIRWA5 

rHH .^|V FULFILLED, IWOULD 
b OUALIFY FOR 

CX 5ALVATI0N. M\ 


THE KING WENT TO THE 
SAGES FOR ADVICE. 


WE WILL NEED TO PERFORM 
A SPECIAL YAGNA WE’LL 
MAKE THE PREPARAT10NS 
^ IMMEDIATELY. ^ 


' 0 KING, A5 PART OF ^ 

THE YAGNA. YOU AND YOUR 
QUEEN MU5TTILL THIS 
^ FERTILE PIECE OF LAND. ^ 


ANDSO 


AS AKASA RAJA SEGAN TO VLL THE LAND 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



ABABY 

GIRL! 


A BOX! W HAT 
COULD BE IN IT? 


^ OUR 
DAUGHTER! 


r AS SHE WAS FOUND 
REST1NG ATOP A GOLDEN 
L0TU5,1 WILL NAME HER 
v. PADMAVATI. ^ 


^ O KING, TAKE GOOD ^ 
CARE OF THIS CHILD. 5HE 15 THE 
REINCARNATION OF VEDAVATI 
AND 15 DESTINED TO MARRY 
LORD VISHNU HIMSELF 
INTHISBIRTH. 


SUPPENLY 


LORD AGNI*! 


* THE OOP OF FIRE 


16 


TIRUPATI 


AONINARRATEP THE STORYOF VEPAVATl 

WTW 


SHE 15 

50 5ERENE AND PURE - MY 
REWARD FOR DEVOTING MY LIFE 
TO THE HOLY YEDAS. VEDAVATI - 
THE EMBODIMENT OF THE 
VEDAS THEMSELVES. 




A- 


»r ^ 







"AS SHE OREW UF. KUSAPHVAJA TAUOHT VEPAVATl FROM THE HOLYSOOKS I 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THE 5A0E THOUGHT A LOT, AND FINALLY - 


MY DAUGHTER. 
IWANTLORDVISHNU 
T0SEY0URHUS3AND. 

I1L ASK MY FATHER 
V TO SPEAK TO HIM. A 


K 


WHILE KUSADHVAJAS FATHER WASAWAY... 


"... A NUM3ER OFSUITORS AFPROACHED THE 5AGE 
FOR HIS DAUGHTER'S H AND, 3UTHE TURNED THEM 



9 THE SUITORS 1 
ARE ANGRY. 
THEY MAYTURN 
L VENGEFUL.r- 


AWAY. | 


HOWLONGWILL 
YOU REFU5E US, 
^ O SAGE! v 



KUSADHVAJA’S FEARS WERE FROVED R1GHT ONE NIGHT, THEASHRAM WAS ATTACKED. 


c am 

r 

jlt W' 


^ THEYYE ^ 
KILLED FATHER 
AND MOTHER! 






503 ! 


j 




V * 






■ ^ 


i. 


VEDAVATIESCAFEDINTO THE FOREST. 


IHAVELOST 


EVERYTHINGI HOLD DEAR. 
FROM TODAY I WILL MEDITATE 
ONLY ON V1SHNU. HE WILL 
SE MY HUSSAND, JUST A5 
FATHER WISHED. ^ 




A' 


P ) 


Vn 


\ 




'V 




r 


X 








w 


C 


A o 


z//V^ 
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TIRUPATI 


“NEWS OF VEDAVATTS 3EAUTYHAD REACHED THE 
EARS OFRAVANA, KING OF THE ASURAS. 





YOU ARE REJECTING 
ME FOR HE WHO 15 
. WORTHLESS? 


' ONLY THE 
WORTHLESS 
WILL SPEAK SO 
V OF HIM. . 


WHO IS VISHNU? WHAT HAS 
HE DONE? HOW DARE YOU COMPARE HIM TO ME? 

I WHO AM INVINCISLE, WHOM NO DEVA OR ASURA 
CAN DEFEAT. YOU CANNOT REFUSE ME! ^ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



HOW DARE YOU 
TOUCH MY HAIRI 
IWILLSEEKTHE 
PROTECTION OF 
^LORDAGNI. ^ 


' GIVE ME 
REFUGE, 
AGNI DEVA 


AGNICONCLUDED HIS STORY 


'RAVANA PURSUED VEDAVATl 


WITH THE STRENGTH OF HER MEDITATION 
VEDAVATl CALLED ME. 

J. 


v »/■ 


S^. 


/r \ 

w \ 

k W#, l' I 


M 


50 FAR 

VEDAVATl HAS SEEN 
5AFE WITH ME SUT NOW, 

THE TIME HAS COME 
FORHERDESTINYTOSE 

FULFILLED. I LEAVE HERIN 

YOURCARE.OKING 


A -oii 
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TIRUPATI 


MEANWHILE. VISHNU HAD SETTLED 
DOWN IN VARAHAKSHETRA * IN THE 
FORM OF A HERMIT, SHRINIVASA. 



O LORD, SHOODEVI" 
NEEDS YOUR PROTECTION 
^ DO NOT LEAVE HER. 


DURING HI5 SECONDINCARNATION, VI5HNU HAD TAKEN THE 
FORM OF VARAHA, A 30AR, TO RESCUE EARTH FROM THE 
CLUTCHES OF HIRANYAKSHA, A RAYAGING DEMON. 




' GARUDA. E3RING N 
KREEDACHALA* 
FROM VAIKUNTHA AND 
PLACE IT HERE. THIS 
S.WILL 3E MYHOME.^ 


VAKAHA TOOKA MORE TRANOUIL FORM AND MADE 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR HIS STAYIN VARAHAKSHETRA. 



* NEAR TIRUPATI. ALSO KNOWN AS ** THE EARTH 

ADI VARAHAKSHETRA 21 * A JEWEL-ENCRUSTED PLAYFIELD 







































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



ONE PAY, SHRINIVASA WAS OUT HUNTING, WHEN - 



J 5HEHA5 
5UCH A REGAL 
SEARING. 

IWONDER WHO 
V SHEIS? J 


—i HE SAVED \ 
f OURLIVES. ’ 
' WHOEVER HE 
L MAY 3E, I VO W T O 
k MARRY ^ 

Pk ONLYHIM./ 


IT WAS A ROGUE ELEFHANT CHASING SOME WOMEN. 


rrr= 




/ y fw-o 
W i'rl j 


e.\ 


J;i w 




-Vyn, 


fw: 


r 




1 




SHRINIVASA SUDDUED THE ELEFHANT AND CHASED 


ITAWAY j—_T' 
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TIRUPATI 



HURRY, PRINCESS 
PADMAVATI, WE MUST LEAVE. 
YOUR FATHER WILL I3E 
WORRIED. 




MY SON 15 ADAMANT 
ABOUT MARRYING PADMAVATI 
3UT WILL THE KING BELIEVE 
MEWHENITELLHIM 
^ ABOUT SHRINIVASA’S —- 
\V TRUEIDENTITY? S 


r IHOPEICAN 
CONVINCE THE KING 
IT WILL MAKE 
MY 50N HAPPY. 


SHRINIVASA TOLD HIS MOTHER WHATHAP HAFFENEP. 


^ ...,HER NAME15 

PADMAVATI AND 5HEIS THE 
DAUGHTER OF AKASA RAJA. 
MOTHER, YOU MUST GO TO THE KING 
AND A5K FOR HER HANDIN 
MARRIAGE TO ME. 5HE HAS SEEN 
DESTINED TO MARRY ME. 


< Z 


; . 

y/ 


AND SHRINIVASA REVEALED FADMAVAT1S 
STORYANPHIS TRUE IDENTITY TO VAKULA DE\1 


HOWEVER. VAKULA DEVt AGREED TO GO TO 
AKASA RAJA WITH THE FROFOSAL 





































































































































/ MOTHERIS 
WORR1ED THAT THE KIN G 
MAY NOT BELIEVE HER. 

ITHINK SHE WILL NEED 
L 50ME HELP v' 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


VAKU LA D E VI, 


TELUNG FORTUNES ON HI5 WAY. 


00 WEST, 
ANDYOU 
WILL MEET 
SUCCESS. 


SHRINIVASA TOOK THE FORM O F A FORTUNE 
TELLER AND SETOFF FOR THE FALACE. 


^ THE PRINCESS 15 
DESTINED TO MARRY 
LORD VISHNU HIMSELF. 

A PR0P05AL WILL SOON 
COMETHATYOU MUSTNOT 
^ REFU5E. ^ 


SOON, ONE OF THE PALACE M AIDS 3R0UGHT I 
HIM TO THE OUEEN. i--- 


TELL M E WHAT 
15IN 5T0RE 
FOR MY 
. DAUGHTER. , 


^ ' : * WHIIE,VAKUUWEYI rjiACHED THE PALACE 


-r-J*‘Pta 

1 m 

» i y j * 
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TIRUPATI 


VAKULA DEVl EXPLAINED HER ERRAND TO 
THE KING. 




THE OUEEN OUICKLYINFORMED THE KING 
A30UT THE ASTROLOGER’S PREDICTION. 


...OUR DAUGHTER 15 % 

DE5TINEDT0 MARRY 
LORD VISHNU. SOMETHING » 
TELL5 METHATTHI5 PR0P05AL ' 
WOULD PROVE FORTUNATE / 

INDEED, 



THE KING CONSULTED 3RIHASPATI, HIS ADVISOR 


O KING, THE LORD HIM5ELF HAS 
COME 5EEKING YOUR DAUGHTER IN 
MARRIAGE. DO NOT HE5ITATE, . 
ALL WILL 5E WELL. 





SOON PREPARATIONS FOR THE GRAND WEDDING 
SEGAN- M EARNEST | - 



I HAVE NO MONEY, 
NOTHING...HOW DO 
I 5RING MY SRIDE TO 
A HOME SEFITTING 
k A PRINCES5? /T 


MEANWHILE, SHRINIVASA 
WAS WORRIED. 


TO FINDA SOLUTION, SHRINIVASA APPROACHED 


O KUSERA, PLEA5E LOAN 
ME THE MONEY I NEED, TO 
MARRY AND SRING 
MY WIFE HOME. 


KU DERA, THE LORD OF WEALTH 





































































































































































































amar chitra katha 




THE DAYOF THE WEDDINO ARRIVED 


FULFILUNO WMAnSDEttHYA'. : ^ G0D5 > $ H RI NI VAS A MARRIED PADMAVATI,THEREDY 


PROMISE 
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TIRUPATI 



AFTER THEIRMARR1AGE, SHRINIVASA AND FADMAVATiLIVED HAFFILY, SRENDING TIME IN EACH 0 THE F’5 | 


COMFANY. 



MEANWHILE IN KARVIFUR - 

NARAYANA, NARAYANA! 0 MOTHER 
LAKSHMI, HAVE YOU HEARD THE GOOD 
NEWS? LORD VISHNU HAS MARRIED 
PRINCESS PADMAVATI. WHAT 
POMP, WHAT GAIETY... 


SEETHING WITH RAGE, LAK5HMI 
RUSHED TO VARAHAKSHETRA. 






i v\ 







IN HIS FEAR, HE TURNEDINTO 5T0NE. 


THEN DEGAN A GREAT FIGHT DETWEEN LAKSHMI 

AND FADMA VAU r? -^ 

--- Y I HAVE RESIDED IN HIS N 

/ HEART SINCE THE 

\ SEGINNING OF TIME, AND 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



00 NOT GET 

angry 

O MOTHERS 
IWILL EXPLAIN 
^ ALL. . 


00 NOT GET 
ANGRY 
O MOTHERS 
I WILL EXPLAIN 
^ ALL. . 


VISHNUISONLY 
FULFILLING A 
PROMISE. 


IUNDERSTAND 


THE/R FIOHT BROUGHTBRAHMA AND 
SHIVA TO EARTH. |\ V 

O BRAHMA 1 0 SHIVA! 

YOU KNOW THATI HAVE 
ALWAYS RESIDED IN THE LORD. 
AND NOW 5HE WANTS TO TAKE 
HIMAWAYFROMME. 


50 SAYING, BRAHMA NARRATED THESTORY 
OF VEDAVATI AND PADMAVAT,I TO LAKSHMI. 



lAKSHMi t hen chose tolive WHERE SHF 
HADALWAYS DONE, IN VISHNU SCHEST 


'Wutskmsawayfrom tikufati 


AS FOR PADMAVATI, 5HE SETTLED DOWNAT TIRUCHANUR', AS 
ALARMEL MANGAI, OFFERING BOONS TO HER DEVOTEES 



ORONE WHOWA^Sr PEDAT BUPATI AS LORD VENKATESHWARA 

INCOMPLETF AWAYALL SMS. A V\S\T TO HIMIS 

- ^[WITHOUT A VISIT TO THE PADMAVATI TEMPLB. 


28 


TIRUPATI 


SESHACHALAM 

THE ORIGIN OF THE TIRUMALA HILLS LIES IN AN ANCIENT CONTEST OF POWER BETWEEN VAYU, THE GOD OF 
WIND ANDADISESHA. THE KING OFSERPENTS. 

ONCE. Vi SHNU WANTED TO SPEND SOME TIME WITH HIS CONSORT, LAKSHMI AND ASKED ADISESHA TO ENSURE 
THAT THEY WERE NOT DISTURBED. THE DUTIFUL ADISESHA REFUSED TO LETEVEN VAYU ENTER VAIKUNTHA 
INCENSED BY WHAT HE PERCEIVED AS A SLIGHT. VAYU THREATENED TO BLOW ADISESHA OFF MOUNTMERU 
BUT THE SERPENTKING DID NOT BUDGE. 

THE TERRIBLE CONTEST THAT FOLLOWED LASTED FOR MANY DAYS AND WREAKED UTTER HAVOC IN THE 
HEAVENS. FINALLY. A SHAKEN BRAHMA APPROACHED ADISESHA AND BEGGED HIM TO RELENT. THE SERPENT 
KING ACCEDED TO BRAHMA'S REOUEST AND W AS IMMEDIATELY BLOWN AWAY TO EARTH 
HOWEVER, IN RETURN FOR HIS GRACIOUSNESS. BRAHMA GRANTED ADISESHA A BOON • HE WOULD BE WITH 
HIS LORD FOREVER AND WORSHIPPED AS SUCH. ADISESHA WAS THUS TRANSFORMED INTO A MASSWE 
RANGE OF HILLS. WITH HIS HOODINTACT 

THE HILL RANGE IS WHAT WE KNOW TODAY AS SESHACHALAM - THE HOME OF LORD BALAUI OF TIRUPATI 



29 








































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

NEELA DEVI 



WHY DO PEOPLE MAKE AN OFFERING OF THEIR ha,p 

AT TIRUPATI? THE ANSWER LIES IN THE STORY OF LORn 

VISHNU'S DE3T TO A KIND-HEARTED GANDHARVA 
PRINCESS, NEELA DEVI. 

THE WOUND THAT THE COWHERD'S AXE HAD INFLICTED 

ON LORD VISHNU, DID NOT HEAL COMPLETELY AND THE 

HAND50ME GOD WAS LEFT WITH A PERCEPTIdLE 3ALD 

5P0T. WHILE HE 3R00DED OVER HIS REFLECT10N IN THE 

WATER, A GANDHARVA PRINCE5S N AM E D NEELA DEVI 

WATCHED HIM WITH GREAT INTERE5T FROM 3EHIND A 
TREE. 

MOVED 3Y HI5 M15ERY, 5HE DECIDED TO HELP HIM 
APPROACHING HIM, 5HE 5AID, "MY LORD, SUCH AN 
ATTRACT1VE FACE SHOULD 3E WITHOUT A FLAW." SHE 
CUT OFF HER OWN LUSTROUS HAIR AND PRE55EDIT ON 
VISHNU’S 3ALD SPOT. 

OVERWHELMED 3Y HER SELFLESS ACT, VISHNU DECREED 
THAT WHOEVER CAME TO WORSHIPHIM WOULDSACRIFICE 
THEIR HAIR TO HER. EVEN NOW, THOUSANDS OF VISHNU'S 
DEVOTEES FLOCK TO TIRUPATI AND OFFER THIS HIGHLY 
UNUSUAL GIFT, TO CLEAR HIS DE3T OF GRATITUDE TO 
NEELA DEVI 


RANGADASA 

RANGADASA WAS A STAUNCH DEVOTEE OF LORD VISHNU. 
HE WORSHIPPED THE LORD DAILY, STANDING IN FRONT OF 
A MAKESHIFT TEMPLE. THE TEMPLE HAD AN IDOL OFLORD 
3ALAJIENCLOSED 3Y ROUGH STONES, AT THE 3ASE OFA 
TAMARIND TREE. 

ONE DAY, DISTRACTED 3Y A FEW GANDHARVAS, 
RANGADASA FORGOT HIS WORSHIP AND SAT IN FROHT 
OF THE TEMPLE, HIS PUJA TRAY AND OTHER THINOS IH 
DISARRAY. SUDDENLY, THE IDOL CRACKED OPEN AND 
AN ANGRY LORD VISHNU EMERGED FROM WITHIN. HB 
ADMONISHED HIS DEVOTEE FOR FAILING IN HIS WORSHIP 
RANGADASA FELL AT HIS FEET AND 3EGGEV BOR 
FORGIVENESS. VISHNU RELENTED AND 3LESSBV 
RANGADASA FOR HIS DEVOTION. SAYING THAT HB 
WOULD 3E RE30RN AS A GREAT RULER AND CONSTRUOT 
A 3EAUTIFUL TEMPLE WITH A VIMANA AND HlGH 
SURROUNDING WALLS. THE TEMPLE, DEDICATBD TO 
VISHNU, WOULD 3RING ETERNAL GLORY TO RANGADASA 
AS WELL AS TO HIS DESCENDANTS. 

THUS, THEHUM3LEDEVOTEEWASRE30RNASTHODAMA . 
KING OF THODAMANDALAM, WHO COMMISSIONBD THB 
GRAND TEMPLE FOR SHRINIVASA ITSTANDSEVEN TOVA , 
AS TIRUPATI, ON THESEVENTH HILL OF TIRU MALA. 
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